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Constitution: Future Amendments Article
Basic stats

Year periodic concon referendum added* 1956 1965 1959 1970 1857 1851 1850 1945 1972 1792 1846 1851 1907 1973
Year of last major revision to periodic concon referendum 1956 1965 1959 1970 1857 1867 1960 1945 1972 1980 1938 1912 1907 1973
Year last concon adjourned** 1956 1965 1978 1970 1857 1967 1962 1945 1972 1982 1967 1951 1907 1986
Year of last periodic referendum 2012 2008 2008 2008 2010 2010 2010 2002 2010 2012 1997 2012 1970 2004
Length of periodic convention section (in words) *** 218 381 648 1012 216 173 387 800 192 298 530 140 112 224

Stage 1: Placing the convening referendum on the ballot
Period

Interval  (in years) 10 20 10 20 10 20 16 20 20 10 20 20 20 10
Fixed dates ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○
Interval based on the last concon date ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ●

Responsibility
Specifies who is responsible ● ○ ● ● ○ ● ○ ● ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ●
If so, who is responsible? LG N.A. LG SOS N.A. L N.A. SOS N.A. SOS N.A. N.A. N.A. SOS

Question language
Specifies the wording on the ballot ● ● ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ● ● ● ○ ●

Type of election date
Specifies ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ● ● ● ● ●
If so, general election ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ N.A. ● ● ● ○ ●
If so, special election ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ N.A. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, general or special election (but not primary election) ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● N.A. ○ ○ ○ ● ○

Preparatory Commission 
Must Meet Prior to the Election ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ●
Appointed by N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. L

Type of ballot

*New Hampshire was the first state to implement the periodic concon but did so via town meeting voting; in 1980, it modernized the law. ** A popular constitutional initiative substantially 
modifed the Michigan provision in 1960.  *** Average = 381. Header text not included; section numbers included.
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specifies ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, separate ballot N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
If so, separate ballot must be non-partisan* N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
* The non-partisan ballot is a relic of the party ticket era when private entities rather than government distributed ballots

Majority Type
Specifies ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ●
If so, ordinary denominator (clear language) ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● N.A. ●
If so, ordinary denominator (ambiguous language) ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ N.A. ○
If so, extraordinary denominator or supermajority ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ N.A. ○

Notable Abuse
Failed to place referendum on the ballot* ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○
* Oklahoma since 1970.

Stage 2: Determining if the required majority was met
Responsibility

Specifies who is responsible ● ● ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible LG L N.A. N.A. N.A. L N.A. G N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Notable Abuse
Failed to call a concon receiving an ordinary majority* ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ●
* HI in 1996, MD in 1930, 1950, 2010

Stage 3: Selecting delegates
Key provisions not specified based on precedent ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Type of selection process
Legislative appointment allowed ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○
Election mandated ● ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ●

By when appointment/election must take place
by a specified date ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ● ○ ● ● ○ ○ ○
If yes, absolute date ● ○ ○ ● N.A. N.A. ○ ○ N.A. ● ● N.A. N.A. N.A.
If yes, relative date (e.g., before or after another stage) ○ 1y>S1 5m<S4 ○ N.A. N.A. 6m>S2 6m>S2 N.A. ○ ○ N.A. N.A. N.A.

Election date (if not an absolute date)
Specifies who is responsible P ● ● ● ● ● V ● ● N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ ●
If so, who is responsible* P L L L L L L G L N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. L

* These precedents were not researched.  The language in Alaska reads: "the call shall conform as nearly as possible to the act calling the Alaska Constitutional Convention of 1955."



Must set by end of first legislative session after Stage 1 P ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. ●
*Connecticut requires a 2/3 vote of the legislature to pass procedures for delegate selection and convention procedures.

Partisan election
Specifies partisan or nonpartisan election P ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
If so, mandates all partisan P N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. ● ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A.
If so, mandates all nonpartisan P N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A.
If so, mandates mixed partisan and nonpartisn P N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ ● N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A.

Type of ballot
Specifies ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
Separate ballot N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Eligibility criteria for candidates
Incumbent legislators ineligible ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
Incumbent office holders ineligible (with minor exceptions) ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
* Plural office holding bans are usually not contained in the future amendments article.  For MI, see Other Articles of Constitution below.

Districts
Specifies district boundaries P ○ ○ ● ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ●
Specifies number of members P ○ ○ ● ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ●
Some statewide at-large districts* P ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
* 15 at-large districts for both NY and MO

Vacancies filled by
Specifies who is responsible ○ ○ ● V ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible N.A. ○ G N.A. N.A. N.A. G G N.A. N.A. CC ○ ○ N.A.

Notable Abuse
Failed to elect delegates/call last approved concon* ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
* Iowa in 1922.

Stage 4: Convening the constitutional convention
Key provisions based on precedent* ● ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

By when convention must be held
by a specified date P ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
If yes, absolute date P ○ ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A.

* The precedent for Alaska is the 1955-6 concon; for Hawaii, the 1978 concon. These precedents weren't researched. The reliance on precedent is greater in Alaska. The language in Hawaii 
reads: "The convention shall have the same powers and privileges, as nearly as practicable, as provided for the convention of 1978."



If yes, relative date (e.g., before or after another stage) P 1y>S1 5m<S6 3m>S3 N.A. N.A. # 6m>S3 N.A. N.A. ## N.A. N.A. N.A.
# first Tuesday in October after delegate election, ## first Tuesday of April after delegate election

Convening date (if not an absolute date)
Specifies who is responsible ● ● ○ ● ● ● ○ ● ● ● ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible LG L N.A. L L L N.A. G L L N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Funding
Specifies who is responsible for delegates' compensation ● ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible P N.A. P L N.A. N.A. V N.A. L N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Specifies who is responsible for other convention expenses ● ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible P N.A. P L N.A. N.A. CC N.A. L N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Delegates receive same per diem pay and mileage as legislators P ○ P ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
Concon can appropriate money for other expenses P ○ P ○ ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
Specifies concon expenses first claim on the state treasury ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Transparency
Sessions of the concon shall be held with open doors P ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Adjournment date
Legislature mandates adjournment date ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Stage 5: Public deliberation on convention proposals
duration provisions P ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○
If so, minimum duration P ○ 30d<S6 2m<S6 N.A. N.A. 90d>S4 60d>S4 N.A. N.A. 6w>S4 N.A. N.A. N.A.
If so, maximum duration P 60d>S4 ○ 6m>S4 N.A. N.A. ○ 6m>S4 N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A.
mandated public distribution of proposals P ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, type of mandated public distribution P N.A. PL N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Stage 6: Ratifying the ballot referendum
Key provisions not specified based on precedent* ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
Mandated ratification vote ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ● ● ● ○ ●
* These precedents were not researched

Type of election date
Specifies ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ● ○ ○ ● ○
If so, general election N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. ● N.A. N.A. ○ N.A.
If so, special election* N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A.
If so, general or special election (but not primary election) N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. ○ N.A. N.A. ● N.A.



* In IL, cannot be general election for 20 of 24 months in every 2 year election cycle; otherwise, optional.

Election date 
Specifies who is responsible P ○ ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ N.A. ● ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible? P N.A. CC CC L N.A. N.A. CC N.A. N.A. CC N.A. N.A. N.A.

Type of ballot
Specifies ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
Separate ballot N.A. N.A. N.A. ● N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Majority Type*
Specifies ○ ● ● ● ● ● ● ○ ○ ● ○ ● ● ●
If so, ordinary denominator (clear language) N.A. ● ○ ● ○ ○ ● N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. ● ● ●
If so, ordinary denominator (ambiguous language) N.A. ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. ○ ○ ○
If so, extraordinary denominator N.A. ○ ● ● ○ ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ○ N.A. ○ ○ ○
If so, supermajority N.A. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ N.A. N.A. ● N.A. ○ ○ ○

Stage 7: Determining if the required majority was met
Responsibility

Specifies who is responsible ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ● ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
If so, who is responsible N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. G N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

Constitution: Other Articles
Delegate Election*

Court case on ban of delegate plural office holding ● N.A. ○
If so, ban includes convention delegates ● N.A. N.A.
Court advisory opinion on ban of delegate plural office holding ● N.A. ○
If so, ban includes convention delegates ○ N.A. N.A.

Constitution: Schedule

Statutory Law (as applied to the last relevant concon referendum or election)
Campaign Finance Law

Applied to candidates running for delegate ●

*A constitution's schedule may include laws concering stages 5 to 7 of the constitutional convention process.  For example, the convention may specify the distribution of its proposals, the 
ratification majority type, and the date of the ratification referendum.  But the schedule only applies to the current constitutional convention cycle.  There is no requirement that future 
conventions adopt the same rules.  

*With a special election, an ordinary and extraordinary denominator may be the same; for example, a majority voting on the question and at the election are functionally the same.

* The ubiquitous ban on plural office holding in state constitutions does not specifically discuss convention delegates, so courts may be needed to interpret the meaning of the ban.  Courts 
need a lawsuit or government request for an advisory opinion to weigh in on this issue.  Few state constitutions appear to have such judicial guidance.



Applied to ballot referendum advocacy campaigns ●
If so, mandated timely data during week before the referendum ○
If timely data mandated, effectively enforced ○

Key to Abbreviations
Yes/No/Precedent: ● = Yes, ○ = No, ◌ = Further research required, P = Based on precedent (precedents weren't researched), N.A. = not applicable

Official/Entity: SOS=Secretary of State, G=Governor, LG=Lt. Governor, L=Legislature, CC=Constitutional Convention, V = A vague reference to "law"

Election Type: E=Election, GE = General Election, SE =Special Election, PE = Primary Election

Media: N = newspaper, PL = public library

Time Units/Periods: d = days, m = months, y = years, < = before, > = after

Stages: S1 = Stage 1, S2 = Stage 2, S3 = Stage 3, etc.

**Constitutional convention based law is only partially characterized by constitutional law. For example, statutory and regulatory law are also important, and the source of many of the 
worst abuses. Enforcement is also a serious problem, especially because constitutional convention law tends to be treated as a "political question" by the courts.  Unfortunately, including 
such features is currently beyond the scope of this features list.  For several illustrative abuses with non-constitutional law, see J.H. Snider and Beverly Clay, "‘Dark money’ drives R.I. 
constitutional convention votes," Providence Journal,  June 2013, and J.H. Snider. 
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